Natural and Cultural Resources

The Natural and Cultural Resources Element of

this plan provides the following: = S QU

. . . 4.1. Inventory + Natural
an inventory of Gilmer County's natural and Resources
cultural resources;
an assessment of current and future needs 4.1.1. Public Water Supply Sources
for the protection, management, and use of 4.1.2. Water Supply Watersheds
these resources; and 4.1.3. Groundwater Recharge Areas
goals and strategies for the appropriate 4.1.4. Wetlands
protection, management, and use of these 4.1.5. Protected Rivers
resources. 4.1.6. Coastal Resources
4.1.7. Floodplains
4.1.8. Topography and Steep Slopes
4.1.9. Protected Mountains
4. 1. Invento ry + Natural 4.1.10. Geology and Soil Types
4.1.11. Farms and Farmland
Resources 4.1.12. Forest Land

4.1.13. Plant and Animal Habitats
4.1.14. Major Park, Recreation, and

Gilmer County contains 275,753 acres. As .
Conservation Areas

shown in Figure 4-A below, it is bounded on the 4.1.15. Scenic Views and Sites
west by Murray and Gordon Counties, on the 4.1.16. Greenspace Program
north and east by Fannin County, and on the

south by Pickens and Dawson Counties. There 4.2. Inventory + Cultural
are two incorporated cities in Gilmer County: Resources

Ellijay, the county seat, and East Ellijay.
4.2.1. Residential Resources

4.2.2. Commercial, Industrial, and
Institutional Resources

4.2.3. Transportation Resources

4.2.4. Rural Resources

4.2.5. Other Historic, Archaeological,
and Cultural Resources

Fannin

Whitfield

4.3. Assessment of Current and
Future Needs

4.4, Community Goals and
Implementation Program

Pickens
Dawson

FIGURE 4-A. Gilmer and Nearby Counties

The climate of Gilmer County is moderate with an average annual rainfall of 53.6 inches and
average temperature of 59.9 degrees Fahrenheit.

The following discussion provides information on the types of natural resources found in
Gilmer County. For each resource, an inventory, a description of the resource's vulnerability,
and a discussion of existing protection measures is provided. Where existing protection
measures could be improved, additional protection measures are recommended.
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4.1.1.

Public Water Supply Sources

Resources and Facilities. The Ellijay-Gilmer County Water and Sewerage Authority
operates three water intakes: one on the Ellijay River, one on the Cartecay River, and one at
Joyce Spring. (The intake at Joyce Spring only serves 20 homes.) The intake locations are
shown in Figure 5-A in section 5.1.2. @Water Supply and Treatment.°

In addition to these water supply sources, the Chatsworth Water Works Commission
operates a water intake and treatment plant on Carter©s Lake. Portions of Carter's Lake are
in Gilmer County, but the water intake and treatment plant are in Murray County. The Walnut
Mountain Subdivision-Bakwa Lake intake is a private water supply source.

Resource Vulnerability.  See Section 4.1.2. @Water Supply Watersheds® and Section 5.1.2.
aWater Supply and Treatment.©

The US Environmental Protection Agency requires that all states perform source water
assessments for each drinking water intake and develop a comprehensive Source Water
Assessment Program (SWAP). The assessments identify potential pollution sources,
analyze the risk to public health, and provide data and analyses for the creation of Source
Water Protection Plans (SWPPs).

The Georgia EPD contracted with the NGRDC to perform source water assessments on
three water intakes in Gilmer County: Walnut Mountain Subdivision-Bakwa Lake Intake,
Cartecay River Intake, and Ellijay River Intake. The assessments include five milestones:

1. mapping each watershed around the water intakes,

2. collecting data currently available on each intake,

3. conducting an inventory of all potential pollutants and hazards in the area that feed the
intakes,

4. assessing the severity of the pollutants and hazards, and

5. developing a plan to communicate the results to the public.

The NGRDC completed Milestone 4 in the summer of 2003 for the intakes in Gilmer County.
The NGRDC used the Georgia EPD's methodology for classifying a source water supply's
susceptibility to potential contaminants. Determining the 2release potential® and the 2risk
potential® from inventoried sources within the watershed established the susceptibility of a
drinking water intake to pollution.

3Release Potential, as outlined in the EPD's SWAP guidance, is the potential for a
contaminant to reach source water and eventually the surface water intake. Release
potential factors include distance to surface water, volume of release, duration of release,
and ease of travel. 2Risk Potential® involves assessing the level of harm that would result
should contamination occur. Risk potential factors include distance to surface water supply
and toxicity.

The Bakwa Lake Intake was found to have a low overall susceptibility rating. This low rating
is not an indication of current water quality, but relates to the possibility of pollution
contamination.
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The Cartecay River Intake Release Potential
was found to have high
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The Ellijay River Intake
was found to have an
overall susceptibility rating
of medium/high. Potential
pollution sources of
concern include the closed
landfill, 3 mines, 43 railroad
crossings, a humber of

Risk Potential
Medium

Low

farms, and a  high This matrix shows the release potential and risk po  tential
percentage of impervious factors for the Cartecay River Intake.  (IMZ or OMZ = Inner or
services. Outer Management Zone)

Existing Protection

Measures. See Section 4.1.2. 2Water Supply Watersheds® and Section 5.1.2. 2Water Supply
and Treatment.°

4.1.2. Water Supply Watersheds

Definition. A watershed is a drainage area or

basin in which all precipitation that falls within its Water Supply Watershed: The areas
boundaries flows to a central collector, such as a of land upstream of governmentally
stream or a lake, at some lower elevation. Water GonEd] SLEE CHnlng weliEr INELeES &
supply watersheds are defined by the Georgia water supply reservoirs.

Department of Natural Resources as the areas of
land upstream of governmentally owned public
drinking water intakes or water supply reservoirs.

(GA Dept. of Natural Resources)

Land cover, slope, soil type, and the intensity and duration of rainfall all affect the rate of
water absorption by soils. The water that is not absorbed by the soil runs off the land as
overflow or surface runoff. Water released through soil added to this overflow forms total
runoff. As runoff flows into lower elevations, it organizes into drainage basins, the boundaries
of which form watersheds. The runoff from a watershed accumulates in streams which serve
to move water out of the watershed to lower elevations.

Resource Inventory. The Water Supply Watershed Protection District comprises roughly all
of the land areas that drain to the public water supply intakes of Gilmer County and
Chatsworth. The Cartecay and the Coosawattee Water Supply Watersheds are large water
supply watersheds (>100 square miles), while the Ellijay Water Supply Watershed is a small
water supply watershed (<100 square miles). The boundaries of the watersheds are shown
in Figure 4-B.
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FIGURE 4-B. There are three water supply watershed
Coosawattee.

s in Gilmer County: Ellijay, Cartecay, and

Resource Vulnerability.  Land development within water supply watersheds may affect the
qguantity and quality of raw water which flows into reservoirs or public water intakes. The
potential problems in water supply watersheds include (1) point and non-point sources of
pollution and (2) increases in impervious surfaces from development such as buildings,
roads, and parking lots. Point sources of pollution include municipal sewage discharges,
industrial waste water, septic tanks, accidental spills of hazardous material, and leachates
from landfills or chemical waste dumps. Non-point source pollution consists of
contaminates which are generated over large areas such as run-off from cropland, managed
forests, paved surfaces, and construction activities.

Removing vegetation from stream channels and paving over the soil increases the volume
and rate of surface runoff which, in turn, increases the potential for erosion, flooding, and
sedimentation (pollution) of the stream. A significant amount of vacation home development
is occurring along the rivers and streams in the watersheds in Gilmer County. This
development activity is contributing sediment and other runoff pollutants to the streams. This
development pattern is expected to continue in the future and over time may lead to
diminished water quality. The Water and Sewerage Authority reports that the amount of silt
that must be removed from the community's water supply sources has quadrupled since
1998.
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Existing Protection Measures . To protect drinking water supplies, the Georgia Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) has established buffer requirements and impervious surface
limitations to be applied to watersheds as follows:

Within a seven mile radius upstream of a public water intake, a buffer 100 feet wide must
be maintained on both sides of the stream and no impervious surfaces may be
constructed nor septic tanks located within 150 feet of either side of the stream.

Beyond seven miles, a 50 foot buffer must be maintained and no impervious surfaces
may be constructed nor septic tanks located within 75 feet of the stream.

A 150 foot buffer must be maintained around water supply reservoirs.

New development must not be covered by more than 25% impervious surface.

Note: Watersheds that are greater than 100 square miles in size are exempt from these
requirements. (See Table 4-A. Watershed Protection Criteria below.)

TABLE 4-A. Watershed Protection Criteria

Watershed _ Resenoir Perennial Stream Buffer Perennial Stream Water;hed
Size Reservoir Buffer (feet) Setbhack (feet) Impervious
Sq. Mi (YIN) (Feet) within 7 outside within 7 outside | Surface
T mile radius radius mile radius  radius Density
>100© No None None None None None None
>100© Yes 1500 1000 None 1500 None None
<100© No None 100© 500 1500 750 25% or less
<100© Yes 1500 1000 500 1500 750 25% or less

Source: Criteria for Water Supply Watersheds; http:// www.dca.state.ga.us/planning/ocp_rules/env1.html

Utilities, forestry, and agriculture are exempt from protection criteria, provided they meet
stipulated conditions, including not impairing drinking water stream quality. Pre-existing uses
and mining permitted by DNR are allowed. New facilities handling hazardous waste must
perform operations on impervious surfaces and in conformance with federal and Standard
Fire Prevention Code regulations.

All local governments have implemented the minimum planning criteria developed by the
DNR and enforce the requirements through land development regulations.

Section 303(d) of the Federal Clean Water Act requires that Georgia periodically prepare a
list of all surface waters in the state for which beneficial uses of the water (e.g. drinking,
recreation, aquatic habitat, and industrial use) are impaired by pollutants. Table 4-B on the
following page provides a list of the water bodies in Gilmer County which have been
designated in Georgia's 2004 (draft) Section 303(d) list as either partially supporting or not
supporting designated water uses.

Waters placed on the 303(d) list require the preparation of Total Maximum Daily Loads
(TMDLs). The Georgia EPD, in its brochure entitled 2Watershed Wisdom,° defines a TMDL
as follows:

aA TMDL is a calculation of the maximum amount of a pollutant that a river,
stream, or lake can receive and still be safe and healthy. It is essentially a
prescription designed to restore the health of a polluted water body by
indicating the amount of pollutants that may be present in the water and still
meet water quality standards.®
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Table 4-B. Section 303(d) List of Impaired Streams  in Gilmer County (2004 Draft)

Partially Supporting Not Supporting
Basin or Stream Designated Uses Designated Uses
(length in miles) Water Use  Criterion Violated | Water Use  Criterion Violated

Classification (evaluated causes) |Classification (evaluated causes)

Cartecay River (3)
(Owiltown Creek to - - Fishing
Coosawattee River)

Coosawattee River (9)
(Ellijay River to - - Fishing
Mountaintown Creek)

Fecal Coliform Bacteria
(non-point source)

Fecal Coliform Bacteria
(urban runoff)

Cox Creek (3) Fishing Feca} uCrtggfr(])rrrJ]nl(?;%ctena _ B

Ellijay River (2) Fecal Coliform Bacteria

(upstream Coosawattee River) Fishing (urban runoff) - -

Flat Creek (1) Fecal Coliform Bacteria

(upstream Coosawattee River) - - Fishing (non-point source)
Mountaintown Creek (5) . .
(Hwy. 282 to Coosawattee _ _ Fishing Fecal Collf.o;m Bacteria
River) (non-point source)
Tails Creek (3) Fecal Coliform Bacteria

Fishing - -

(Hwy. 282 to Carters Lake) (non-point source)

Source: http://www.dnr.state.ga.us/dnr/environ/

After TMDLs are established for a water body, a TMDL implementation plan is developed and
then put into effect. An implementation plan details the types of pollution control measures
needed to remediate the impaired water body. Once fully implemented, the plan should result
in the previously impaired water achieving a "fully supporting" status.

TMDLs have been established for the seven water bodies listed in Table 4-B above. TMDL
implementation plans have been completed for the Coosawattee River, the Ellijay River, Flat
Creek, and Mountaintown Creek. Implementation plans are currently being developed for the
Cartecay River and Tails Creek by the North Georgia Regional Development Center. An
implementation plan for Cox Creek needs to be developed.

Public education is an important way
to improve water quality in the
county and various agencies in the
community are involved in such
efforts. A recent public education
project involved an on-site
agricultural best management
practices (BMP) workshop co-
sponsored by the Gilmer County
Cooperative Extension Service, the
USDA Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service, the Georgia Soil and
Water Conservation Commission,
and the NGRDC. This workshop

was an opportunity for local farmers This cattle watering ramp was one of the BMPs

to see first hand a variety of BMPs exhibited at a May 2004 public works hop in Gilmer
designed to keep cattle waste out of County.

streams.
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4.1.3.

4.1.4.

As part of an Environmental Protection Agency grant project, two poultry waste stack houses
have been built in Gilmer County. A stack house is a building where poultry waste is stored
and allowed to dewater and compost before it is sold or spread in fields. This mechanism
causes the bacteria to die so it will not
enter streams as pollution. A
workshop is scheduled to provide
information to the public on poultry
BMPs such as stack houses.

Another effort to improve water quality
on Gilmer County's streams involves a
small grant program administered by
the NGRDC and the Gilmer County
Environmental Health Office. This
program funds septic system repairs
where failing systems may be
contributing to fecal coliform pollution

VY Al il L et in streams. The grant will fund
pe discharged household sewage |

This straight pi

directly into a stream. A new septic system was approximately twelve septic system
installed as part of a voluntary grant program. repair projects.
Additional Recommended Protection Measures. Depending upon the future density and

proximity of development along these river corridors, adopted buffers may not be adequate to
insure water quality indefinitely; therefore, development activity and stream quality should be
monitored regularly.

Consideration should be given to extending some form of watershed protection criteria to all
watersheds, regardless of the size. The regulations should be phased in to give property
owners adequate time to adjust.

Groundwater Recharge Areas

Definition. A groundwater recharge area is a surface land area where precipitation infiltrates
the soil and percolates downward to replenish an aquifer or underground reservoir. The
contaminants in the soil and air affect the overall quality of the water that reaches an aquifer.
While vegetation biologically cleans the water as it infiltrates the soil, some contaminants are
still conveyed to the groundwater. Once polluted, a groundwater source is nearly impossible
to clean up.

Resource Inventory.  According to data from the Georgia DNR, there are no significant
ground water recharge areas present in Gilmer County or the cities of Ellijay and East Ellijay.

Wetlands

Definition. The US Army Corps of Engineers (COE) defines freshwater wetlands are as
"those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and
duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence
of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions." Generally, wetlands
include swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas.
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Resource Inventory.  There are approximately
740 acres of isolated, but not significantly large,
wetland areas in Gilmer County (excluding
Carter's Lake and the Coosawattee River). The

Freshwater Wetland: Those areas
that are inundated or saturated by
surface or ground water at a frequency
and duration sufficient to support, and

locations of these wetlands are shown in Figure e s e merrel @ rae s il

4-C. support, a prevalence of vegetation
typically adapted for life in saturated

Resource Vulnerability. Under natural soil conditions. (Corps of Engineers)

conditions, wetlands help maintain and enhance
water quality by filtering out sediments and
associated non-point source pollutants from adjacent land uses. They also store water,
thereby stabilizing dry weather stream flows and reducing flood hazards. In addition,
wetlands serve as fish, wildlife, and plant habitats.

Existing Protection Measures. In an effort to protect and manage the nation©s frehwater
wetlands, the EPA and the COE have adopted the Section 404K program of the Clean Water
Act. The EPA and COE share the primary responsibility for enforcement. The Georgia
Department of Natural Resources adopted the Section 404 program standards into their
Environmental Planning Standards and local governments have implemented these
standards through wetlands ordinances.

A Wetlands Protection District corresponds to all lands within Gilmer County that are mapped
as wetlands by the US Fish and Wildlife Service on their National Wetland Inventory (NWI)
maps. If an area proposed for development is located within 50 feet of the Wetlands
Protection District boundary, a COE determination is required. If the COE determines that
wetlands are present, a local development permit will not be granted until a Section 404
Permit or Letter of Permission is issued.

Certain uses are generally allowed by right within the Wetlands Protection District provided
they do not require structures, grading, fill, draining, or dredging. These include the following:

soil, water, vegetation, fish, and wildlife conservation;

passive recreation activities;

forestry in accordance with best management practices (BMPSs);

cultivation of agricultural crops and pasturing of livestock, subject to BMPs; and
education, scientific research, and nature trails.

Hazardous or sanitary waste landfills and receiving areas for toxic or hazardous waste are
prohibited in the Wetlands Protection District.

The Department of Natural Resources has made satellite photography of wetlands and forest
land available to the public. These maps are not accurate at the site level, but do provide
valuable information which could be used to alert building inspectors and other local
enforcement personnel when development appears to be occurring in violation of 404
permitting regulations.
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FIGURE 4-C. Wetlands in Gilmer County

Protected Rivers

Definition. A protected river is defined under the Rules for Environmental Planning Criteria
as any perennial river or water course with an average annual flow of at least 400 cubic feet
per second.

Resource Inventory. The Coosawattee River, starting from the confluence of the Ellijay and
Cartecay Rivers in Elljay and ending at Carter©s Lake, meets the criteria for river
protection. (See Figure 4-D.) The Department of Natural Resources has deemed rivers of
this size to be of vital importance to Georgia in that they help serve as habitat for wildlife, a
site for recreation, and a source for clean drinking water. River corridors also allow the free
movement of wildlife from area to area within the state, help control erosion and river
sedimentation, and help absorb flood waters.

The Coosawattee River is the primary tributary to Carter©s Lake, a major recreation area and
public water source for Murray County and other adjacent counties. Maintaining its water
quality is of vital importance to a number of government jurisdictions. The Coosawattee River
has been nominated by the North Georgia Regional Development Center and the Georgia
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Department of Community Affairs as a "Regionally Important Resource" because of its
significance as a source of drinking water, recreational and tourism opportunities, and habitat
for rare plant and animal species, in addition to its aesthetic and scenic qualities.
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FIGURE 4-D. Of the three rivers in Gilmer County, only the Coosawattee is classified as
protected.

Resource Vulnerability. The environmental _ o
quality of the Coosawattee River corridor is Protected River: ~ A perennial river or
vulnerable to unregulated development and other water course with an average annual

flow of at least 400 cubic feet per

intensive uses of the adjacent land.
second.

Development and forestry activities in the
immediate vicinity of the river increase storm
water runoff that can contain sediment and other
contaminating pollutants which can destroy water quality and plant and animal habitat.
Development along stream banks can infringe on the recreational aspects of the river corridor
by limiting access to the river by the public. Such development will also remove vegetation
and destroy the scenic and aesthetic attributes of the river corridor that add to the quality of
life in the county.
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A vast majority of the recent subdivision activity in Gilmer County has occurred within the
drainage basin of the Coosawattee River, with many lots being developed up to or near the
river©s edge. It is anticipated that many of theseots will be developed within the planning
period. Such development will be incremental and cumulative over the planning period, with
adverse impacts, unless mitigation measures are in place.

A portion of the Coosawattee River
also passes through urbanized
areas of the City of Elljay.
Although much of the area along
the river is already developed,
there still remain sizable vacant
tracts which are likely to develop in
the future.

Existing Protection Measures.
Both the City of Ellijay and Gilmer
County are currently certified by
the  Environmental  Protection
Division (EPD) of DNR to enforce ¥
the State Soil Erosion and The Coosawattee River meets the criteria for
Sedimentation Act, which requires protected river status.

sediment control measures during

construction activities.  Because

exemptions exist for timber harvesting and for single family residential construction by
individual lot owners, there do not appear to be sufficient safeguards for riverfront
development. Furthermore, the erosion and sedimentation requirements do not limit the type
or density of uses. As a result, these regulations have no actual long-term benefit toward
minimizing or preventing the effects of non-point source pollution that are caused by
development.

The City and County©s Flood Damage Prevention Ordiances likewise do not limit the type or
density of development occurring in the river corridor except for that area that falls within the
floodway (the width of the river where the volume and velocity of flood conditions is the
greatest). The regulations simply require that any development occurring in the floodplain be
elevated above the 100 year flood level. Therefore, the flood regulations do not provide
adequate protection against the potential adverse affects of development.

Additional Recommended Protection Measures. Based upon an assessment of the
regulations described above and the likelihood of adverse impacts upon the river from future
development activity, it is recommended that both Gilmer County and Ellijay implement the
additional protection measures offered by the State Minimum Environmental Planning Criteria
for river corridors. (Note: The DCA has asked the local governments to temporarily
postpone adoption of these criteria.)

The measures drafted by the DNR include the establishment of a 100 foot vegetation buffer
area measured horizontally from each river bank. No development or other land disturbing
activity would be allowed to occur within a 100 foot buffer except for the following:

a. single family dwellings, provided each dwelling is located on at least two acres and the
septic tank drainfield is located outside of the 100 foot buffer area;

b. any industrial or commercial uses existing prior to the adoption of local protection
ordinances, provided they do not impair the drinking quality of water and meet all other
federal environmental regulations;

c. road and utility crossings, provided the construction of these crossings meet the
requirements of the Erosion and Sedimentation Act;
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4.1.6.

4.1.7.

d. timber production and harvesting, provided it is consistent with the Best Management
Practices established by the Georgia Forestry Commission, and does not impair the
drinking quality of the water;

e. agricultural production, provided it is consistent with the best management practices

established by the Georgia Soil and Water Conservation Commission, and all other state

and federal regulations, and does not impair the drinking quality of the water;

wildlife and fisheries management activities;

natural water quality treatment or purification;

wastewater treatment; and,

recreational usage consistent with the maintenance of a natural vegetative buffer or with

river dependent recreation.

—Ta

Local governments may also allow the following uses within the protected river corridor:

all land uses existing prior to the adoption of local protection ordinances;
mining activities, if permitted by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources;
utilities that cannot be feasibly located outside the buffer area; and,

specific agricultural and forestry activities not covered by the provisions above.

Whenever any of the above permitted development does occur, the natural vegetative buffer
must be restored as quickly as possible. Uses specifically prohibited in the river corridor by
state mandate include handling areas for receiving and storing hazardous wastes, solid
waste landfills, and any other uses specifically unapproved by local governments.

Coastal Resources

Gilmer County is land-locked and consequently has no coastal resources.

Floodplains

Definition.  Flooding is the temporary covering of soil with water from overflowing streams
and by runoff from adjacent slopes. Water standing for short periods after rainfall is not
considered flooding, nor is water in swamps. Flooding is rated in terms which describe the
frequency and duration of floods and the time of year when flooding is most likely to occur. In
compliance with requirements under the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has identified and mapped areas which
are prone to flooding. The 100-year flood level is the national standard on which the
floodplain management and insurance requirements of the NFIP are based.

Resource Inventory. The 100-year flood zones in Gilmer County, Ellijay, and East Ellijay
are identified in Figures 4-E and 4-F.

Resource Vulnerability. Floodplains in their natural or relatively undisturbed state are
important water resource areas. They serve three major purposes: natural water storage and
conveyance, water quality maintenance, and ground water recharge. Unsuitable
development can destroy their value. For example, any materials in the floodplain eliminate
essential water storage capacity, causing water elevation to rise and resulting in the flooding
of previously dry land.
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FIGURE 4-E. Flood Zones in Gilmer County

Gilmer County, Elljay, and East Ellijay participate in the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP), which is a federal program that allows property owners within communities that
participate in the program to purchase federally backed flood insurance. To implement the
requirements of the program, provisions for flood control have been incorporated into
subdivision regulations. Areas which are prone to flooding should not be planned for
intensive land development.

Element 4: Natural and Cultural Resources Page 4-13
04030321.161 CEDS PLANS GILMER



4.1.8.
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FIGURE 4-F. Flood Zones in Ellijay and East Elljj

Topography and Steep Slopes

Resource Inventory.  Gilmer County consists
of 431 square miles located in two
physiographic provinces: the Blue Ridge and
the Piedmont. The northwestern corner and
the county©s east side are part of the Blue
Ridge Province. The topography of this area is
generally steep and rugged with a few valleys
which have been produced by headwater
tributaries of flowing streams. Elevations here
range from 1,700 feet to over 4,000 feet above
sea level. The majority of this area is
characterized by slopes which are 25% or
greater. A few exceptions occur within the
valley areas where slopes generally fall within
the 8% to 25% category.

ay

Gilmer County is located in two
physiographic provinces

Page 4-14

Ele

ment 4: Natural and Cultural Resources
04030321.161 CEDS PLANS GILMER



4.1.9.

The central and southwestern portions of the county are within the Piedmont Province. The
topography here consists of rough, hilly surfaces with elevations ranging from 1,300 to 1,700
feet above sea level. Slope characteristics vary considerably, from less than 8% in the valley
areas to 25% or greater in the mountains.

There are significant steep slope areas throughout Gilmer County. Maps of these areas are
included in Section 4.1.9. @Protected Mountains.®

Resource Vulnerability.  Steep slopes generally have more shallow soil coverings which are
more vulnerable to erosion and vegetative loss. Refer to the discussion provided in Section
4.1.9. @Protected Mountains,® for specifics.

Existing Protection Measures. Refer to the discussion provided in Section 4.1.9.
aProtected Mountains.®

Protected Mountains

Definition. A protected mountain is defined
under the Rules for Environmental Planning
Criteria as all land area 2,200 feet or more
above mean sea level that has a percentage
slope of 25% or greater for at least 500 feet
horizontally. It also includes crests, summits,
and ridge tops which lie at elevations higher
than any such area.

Resource Inventory. As illustrated in Figure
4-G, much of Gilmer County meets the criteria
for protected mountain. These areas are
found primarily in the north and north east
sections of the county. Coincidentally, most of
the higher elevation, steep sloped area falls
within the jurisdiction of the Chattahoochee
National Forest. Although there are steep
slope areas in the Cities of Elljay and East
Elljay, no areas meeting the criteria for
protected mountain occur there. (See Figure
4-F.) The mountains in Gilmer County are
part of its unique character.
Resource Vulnerability. Much of the terrain
within Gilmer County is of a steeply sloped
nature. Although significant portions of the higher elevation areas (above 2,200 feet) fall
under the jurisdiction of the U. S. Forest Service and therefore are protected from
development activity, a great deal of steeply sloped land is in private ownership. In recent
years, these mountainous areas have been developed for second home or vacation home
types of development. This is expected to continue into the future because steep mountain
slopes typically offer scenic vistas and, thus, are often the most desirous sites for home
building.
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FIGURE 4-G. Protected Mountains and Steep Slopes in Gilmer County

Soil destabilization due to the grading of building sites has a detrimental impact upon
vegetation and the water quality of small streams and lakes. Disturbance on mountain ridges
can also destroy an area©s aesthetic and scenic resurces, which attract residents and
tourists. Unregulated development has the potential to permanently destroy scenic vistas
that give Gilmer County its unique character.
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FIGURE 4-H. Steep Slopes in Ellijay and East Ellij ay

Existing Protection Measures. Gilmer County, Ellijay, and East Ellijay have adopted soil
erosion and sediment control ordinances which are administered and enforced with local
personnel. These ordinances require on-site sediment control measures to be put in place
during development activity. These rules exempt both single family residential construction
activity and timber harvesting activity. Furthermore, these rules do not limit the type or
density of development in any given area.

Gilmer County also administers subdivision regulations. These regulations govern the
development of streets, the division of land into lots, and the provision of water, drainage, and
other improvements. While subdivision regulations do assure that adequate improvements
are installed when development occurs, they do not regulate the type of development (height,
structural characteristics, etc.) that occurs once an area is subdivided. In addition, while
these existing regulations do afford some degree of protection from development activity,
they do not adequately make provisions for such issues as tree preservation, preservation of
scenic views, and other aesthetic considerations.
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To address those issues, local governments have implemented the protection measures
contained in the State©s Minimum Environmental Planing Criteria for steep sloped
mountainous areas. These protection criteria are the minimum standards contained in the
State©s Mountain Protection Act and include the fdbwing:

The Mountain Protection District comprises all land that is 2,200 feet or more above sea
level, and has a slope of 25% or greater for at least 500 horizontal feet.

Land disturbing activities must meet requirements of the Erosion and Sedimentation Act
of 1975.

Septic tanks must meet local requirements.

Wells must conform to the Well Standards Act of 1985.

Sewage treatment other than individual septic tanks must meet requirements of the
Georgia Water Quality Control Act.

Public water supply must meet requirements of the Georgia Safe Drinking Water Act of
1977.

Single family dwellings standing on a minimum lot of one acre, except for lots of record,
are permitted.

Multi-family dwellings are limited to four per acre in the absence of public water and
sewer. Six dwellings per acre are permitted if public water and sewer are available.

No structure is to be more than 40 feet high, with certain exemptions.

Landscaping plans identifying trees over eight inches in diameter at four and a half feet
above ground, and containing a replacement plan for any such trees removed must
accompany building permit applications.

No more than 50% of trees of greater than eight inches in diameter at four and a half feet
above ground may be removed from the site in the course of land disturbing activities,
except upon filing a reforestation plan developed by a registered forester.

Handling and storage of hazardous materials is prohibited.

Roads must be constructed to minimize the danger of landslides and erosion.

Local ordinances detail information to be included on site plans and give the specifics of
administration.

Additional Recommended Protection Measures. Given the anti-regulatory climate in
Gilmer County, public education may be the most effective means of providing additional
protection for steep slopes. BMP workshops for single family development could be
conducted to help homeowners, builders, and others learn about how to protect steep slope
areas and prevent or minimize erosion.

Geology and Soil Types

Geology. Gilmer County is underlain by acide crystallic and metamorphic formations in both
the Blue Ridge and Piedmont Provinces. The formations consist mainly of amphibolite, mica
schist, slate, quartzite, and conglomerate.

Metamorphic rocks generally have very low permeability, but should not be discounted as
aquifers of limited productivity. These formations are generally located in mountainous areas
making it necessary to practice special site design measures in many heavy industrial and
mining activities in order to prevent leachate contamination of watershed areas.

Soils. The soils of North Georgia, including Gilmer County, are closely related to the
physiographic and geologic formations of the area, which are the red-yellow padzolic group,
described as moderately deep to shallow soils on sloping uplands, with adequate to poor
draining properties. According to the Soil Survey of Cherokee, Gilmer, and Pickens Counties
(1973), there are six major soil associations in Gilmer County. These are listed in Table 4-C
and illustrated in Figure 4-I.
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TABLE 4-C. Soil Associations and Soil Suitability

for Land Uses In Gilmer County

Soil Suitability
Soil Association Description residential [ residential [ light .
. . agriculture
on sewer | on septic | industry
Talladega- Chiefly steep and very steep, shallow,
9 channery and cobbly soils with a yellowish- severe severe severe severe
Tallapoosa (13) - . .
red, loamy subsoil; on hills and low mountains.
Mainly steep, stony soils with a yellow-brown to
Ashe-Edneyville- |dark yellowish-brown, loamy subsoil; on
- ) ' severe severe severe severe
Tusquittee (16) |mountain edge tops, in coves, and at base
slopes.
Tallapoosa- Chiefly steep to very steep, cobbly soils that
Madison-Hayesville |have a yellowish-red to red, loamy and clayey | severe severe severe severe
(17) subsoil; on upland hillsides.
Chewacla-Cartecay- |Somewhat poorly well-drained soils on low
severe severe severe | moderate
Toccoa (18) bottom land.
Wickham-Masada- |e!l drained soils that have a yellows_h-brown ' _ _
. to dusky red, loamy and clayey subsoil; on slight slight moderate slight
Hiwassee (19)
terraces and benches.
Hayesville-Madison Well-drained soils that hfalve a yellowish-red '
(20) clayey and loamy subsoil; on narrow ridge slight moderate | moderate | moderate
tops or uplands.

Source: Soil Survey of Cherokee, Gilmer, and Pickens Counties, Georgia; USDA
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FIGURE 4-I. Gilmer County Soils. (Source: 1973 Soil Survey of Cherokee, Gilmer, and Pickens Counties)

Element 4: Natural and Cultural Resources Page 4-19

04030321.161 CEDS PLANS GILMER



4.1.11.

Various properties of soils are important in determining how land can be used safely and
economically. Slope conditions affect lot size and density of development, and in some
instances, may prevent certain types of development due to unavailability of sewer and other
public services. Soil erosion is particularly problematic in certain areas of Gilmer County
which offer a combination of both shallow soils and steep terrain. Knowledge of these
conditions is helpful in the preparation of land use plans, zoning, and subdivision standards.

The relative suitability of soils for select land uses is based upon a variety of site
characteristics, such as erosion control, drainage, percolation, etc. In Gilmer County, soil
suitability for most development is generally poor due to a shallow soil depth and steep
slopes. Unfortunately, the majority of suitable soils occur within flood and drainageways,
where a majority of development and land clearing has occurred. Additionally, over time, a
tremendous amount of soil erosion has occurred throughout the north Georgia region due to
poor farming and forestry practices. Soil suitability is subdivided into three classifications:
slight, moderate, and severe.

Slight. Soil associations included in this classification can be expected to impose only slight
limitations on particular uses. Difficulties or hazards in construction or maintenance due to
soil conditions can be readily or economically overcome.

Moderate.  Soil associations included in this classification can be expected to impose
moderate limitations on particular uses. Difficulties or hazards in construction or
maintenance due to soil conditions can be corrected only with minor economic expenditure.

Severe. Soil associations included in this classification can be expected to impose severe
limitations on particular uses. Difficulties or hazards in construction or maintenance due to
soil conditions will often be too costly or impractical to overcome.

Existing Protection Measures. In 1975 the Georgia Erosion and Sedimentation Act was
established to minimize the impacts of soil erosion upon the water quality of streams and
other surface waters throughout the state. The Act requires than all land disturbing activities,
including land clearing, dredging, grading, excavating, transporting, and filling, not be
undertaken until a erosion and sedimentation control plan is completed and submitted to the
proper authority.

The Environmental Protection Division (EPD) of the Department of Natural Resources is
charged with administering the permit conditions and authorizes local governments to enforce
these rules through locally adopted legislation. The Gilmer County Land Development Officer
is the local permitting officer who administers the requirements of Georgia Soil and
Sedimentation Act.

Farms and Farmland

Resource Inventory.  According to the Census of Agriculture, the acres of farmland in
Gilmer County decreased from 27,498 acres in 1987 to 23,053 acres in 1997, while the
amount of harvested cropland increased from 2,418 acres to 3,178 acres during the same
time period. (See Table 4-D on the following page.)
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Agriculture obviously contributes to the
county economically, but it also helps
to preserve the community's traditional
rural appearance. Of course, farming
within environmentally sensitive areas
can produce chemical pollutants which
have more negative impacts on water
quality than other types of development
might  have. Therefore, as
development in rural areas occurs,
land use policies and controls should
promote the continuance of farming
where environmentally appropriate and
compatible with future land use goals.

Prime farmland, or areas with soil

types that are most suitable and In 1997, there were 267 farms in Gilmer County
productive for agricultural purposes,

was interpreted and mapped by the

Soil Conservation Service (SCS) in 1978 for Gilmer County. There are 7,526 acres
considered to be of prime significance and an additional 20,515 acres considered to have
secondary importance in the county. Land which is classified as prime farmland is not
necessarily used for farming purposes.

TABLE 4-D. Farms and Farmland in Gilmer County

Average
1974 1978 1982 1987 1992 1997 Annual
Change
Number of farms 286 244 272 248 252 267 -1 farm
Average Farm Size (acres) 141 145 116 111 101 86
Eﬁ;f‘f;;é’;%;”}ﬁrf;%:ty 14.6% 12.8%  11.4% 101%  9.3%  8.4%
Land in farms (acres) 40,817 35,384 31515 27,498 25,376 23,053 | -772 acres
Cropland (acres) 10,691 9,974 9,022 8,291 9,652 8,942 -76 acres
Harvested, excl. orchards 2,521 2,704 2,552 2,418 1,916 3,178
Orchards 1,072 987 1,351 903 792 488
Pasture or grazing 5,420 5,495 4,198 4,083 5,997 4,657
Other 1,678 788 921 887 947 619
Woodlands (acres) 23,921 22,370 16,097 14,758 12,804 9,237 | -638 acres
Pasture or grazing - 6009 2395 2,120 1,644 1,484
Not pastured -- 16361 13702 12,638 11,160 7,753
Other (acres) 6,205 3,040 6396 4,449 2,920 4,874 | -58 acres

Sources: Census of Agriculture, 1974, 1978, 1987, 1992, and 1997

As shown in Figure 4-J, prime and important farmlands generally conform to major alluvial
drainage areas along the Cartecay and Ellijay Rivers, as well as Mountaintown Creek. Much
of this land has already been developed for purposes other than agriculture.
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Note: This map was generated using a soil interpretive map of important farmlands and
is for general planning purposes only. Soils data was generalized using 4 hectare cells.

This is a product of the North Georgia Regional Development Center©s Geographic Information Systems Department.This map is a representation of the
features displayed and does not constitute a legal description of any particular feature. 12004 by the NGRDC. A Il rights reserved. This map may not be
reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the written or verbal consent of the publisher. If you find an error or an omission, please
contact us at the following: North Georgia Regional Development Center, 503 West Waugh Street, Dalton, GA 30720, (706) 272-2300.
http://mww.ngrdc.org  email: ngrdc@ngrdc.org

FIGURE 4-J. Prime Farmland in Gilmer County

Resource Vulnerability. Due to tremendous growth in North Georgia, the value of
agricultural land will become increasingly inflated with respect to residential development
demand, resulting in a continual loss of agricultural property and open space. Because much
of the prime farmland is located in low, buildable areas along major transportation routes, it is
especially vulnerable to loss.

Other Possible Protection Measures. One method to protect prime farmland is to adopt a
land use regulation system. The difficulty with any new land regulation system is achieving a
proper balance between private property rights and public benefits.

Other preservation techniques include (1) open space zoning, which enables farmers to
cluster development on marginally productive uplands, or (2) the dedication of conservation
easements, which would restrict land to agricultural activities while providing property tax
relief. Tax assessment adjustments may also be used in conjunction with open space zoning
to relieve development pressures that encourage farmers to sell their properties.
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Forest Land

Resource Inventory. Forests constitute the largest natural resource in Gilmer County.
Forest coverage in Gilmer County is shown on the existing land use map in Element 6, 2Land
Use.°

As shown in Table 4-E, 225,300 acres of the total land area of Gilmer County in 1997 was
forested, which is a reduction of 2.8% since 1989. Current ownership includes federal, state,
and county agencies, as well as individual and corporate groups. While federal ownership
dropped 6.4% during this time period, and corporate ownership fell 29.9%, private ownership
increased by 17.7%

TABLE 4-E. Forest Acreage in Gilmer County by Owner  ship

Change 1972 to 1997 | Average

1972 1983 1989 1997 Annual

Net Percent Change

Total Acreage 246,400 248,891 |231,727 225,300 -21,100 -8.6% -844

Federal 56,300 56,246 | 47,973 44,900 -11,400 -20.2% -456

State, City, County 100 17 35 100 0 0.0% 0

Forest Industry 18,400 16,729 | 13,124 12,800 -5,600 -30.4% -224
Non-Industrial Private

Corporate 18,000 20,694 | 37,910 11,300 -6,700 -37.2% -268

Individual (incl. farmer) [112,500 155,205 [132,685 156,200 43,700 38.8% 1748

Source: Forest Statistics for Georgia, 1972, 1983, 1989, and 1997, USDA, http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/rb/rb_srs036.pdf

Although approximately 6,427 acres were diverted to some other land use between 1989 and
1997, the volume of both sawtimber and growing stock in Gilmer County increased
considerably during the 1990s. Sawtimber stock consists of mature trees available for
harvest, while growing stock represents replacement trees. As shown in Table 4-F below,
the sawtimber inventory increased by 42.6% while growing stock increased by 18.6%.

TABLE 4-F. Volume of Saw Timber and Growing Stock i  n Gilmer County

SAW TIMBER GROWING STOCK
(Thousand board feet) (Thousand cubic feet)
Total Pine & Soft Hard Total Pine & Soft Hard
Softwood Hardwood Hardwood Softwood Hardwood Hardwood
1989 1,259,741 503,165 304,953 572,293 405,424 109,002 103,170 193,252
1997 1,796,700 667,500 296,100 833,100 480,700 150,500 94,800 235,400
’C\Itﬁgnge +536,959 +164,335 -8,853 +260,807 | +75,276  +41,498 -8,370 +42,148

% Change | +42.6% +74.5% -2.90% +45.5% +18.6% +38.1% -8.1% +21.8%

Source: Forest Statistics for Georgia, 1989 and 1997, USDA,; http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/rb/rb_srs036.pdf

Existing Protection Measures.  Timber harvesting in the Chattahoochee National Forest is
regulated under the policies and procedures of the National Forest Service Environment
Impact Statement (EIS) which includes Best Management Practices guidelines. Aside from
enforcement of the Soil Erosion Act, Gilmer County has very little impact upon commercial
forestry on private property.
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Plant And Animal Habitats

Definitions.  The listing of plants and animals in this section were identified for Gilmer
County by the Department of Natural Resources' (DNR) Freshwater and Wildlife Inventory
Program, pursuant to the Georgia Wildlife Preservation Act of 1973 and the Federal
Endangered Species Act of 1973. 2#Protected species® means those species of plant and
animal life which the DNR has designated and made subject to the protection under these
acts. The degree of protected status is described as follows:

1. Endangered species - any resident species which is in danger of extinction throughout all
or a significant portion of its range.

2. Threatened species - any resident species which is likely to become an endangered
species within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its range.

3. Rare species (state only) - any resident species which, although not presently
endangered or threatened as previously defined, should be protected because of its
scarcity.

4. Unusual species (state only) - any resident species which has special or unique features
and because of these features deserves special consideration in its continued survival.

Rare Plants. Table 4-G lists the rare and protected plants which are known to exist in Gilmer
County.

TABLE 4-G. Rare and Protected Plants

e Tt satestas 'S
Moccasin Flower, Pink Ladyslipper Cypripedium acaule unusual none
Golden Slipper, Yellow Ladyslipper Cypripedium calceolus unusual none
Goldenseal Hydrastis canadensis  endangered none
Small Whorled Pogonia, Lesser Five-Leaves Isotria medeoloides threatened threatened
Star-Flower Trientalis borealis endangered none
Green Pitcherplant, Flytrap Sarracenia oreophila endangered endangered
Manhart Sedge Carex manhartii threatened none

Source: 2Protected Plants of Georgia,® Georgia Department of Natural Resources and http://gergiawildlife.dnr.state.ga.us

Rare Animals. Common mammalian species in Gilmer County include rabbits, squirrels,
deer, raccoon, opossum, muskrat, beaver, mink, fox, bat, and an occasional bear. Small
game species can adapt more easily to habitat encroachment than larger animals such as
deer. Deer range in a variety of habitats, even heavily urbanized areas, but specific habitat is
required for escapes, fawning areas, and winter food supply. Doves, quail, and waterfowl are
the primary game birds in the area. Other birds include hawks, owls, crows, and a wide
variety of song birds.

Table 4-H lists rare and protected animals which are known to exist in Gilmer County or
whose range includes Gilmer County.
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TABLE 4-H. Rare and Protected Animals

Col\gmgn II\-lgtln?e State Status  Federal Status

Mammals

Appalachian Cottontail Sylvilagus obscurus rare not listed

Eastern Cougar Felis concolor cougar endangered endangered

Rafinesque's Big-Eared Bat Corynorhinus rafinesquii rare not listed
Birds

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus endangered threatened
Reptiles

Alabama Map Turtle Graptemys pulchra rare not listed

Bog Turtle Clemmys muhlenbergii threatened threatened
Amphibians

Hellbender Cryptobranchus alleganiensis rare not listed
Fishes

Amber Darter Percina antesella endangered endangered

Coldwater Darter Etheostoma ditrema threatened not listed

Dusky Darter Percina sciera rare not listed

Goldline Darter Percina aurolineata threatened threatened

Holiday Darter Etheostoma brevirostrum threatened not listed

Muscadine Darter Percina p. cf. macrocephala rare not listed

Olive Darter Percina squamata threatened not listed

Tangerine Darter Percina aurantiaca threatened not listed

Bigeye Chub Hybopsis amblops rare not listed

Blotched Chub Erimystax insignis threatened not listed

Blue Shiner Cyprinella caerulea endangered threatened

Source: 2Protected Animals of Georgia,® Georgia Department of Natural Resources and http://gergiawildlife.dnr.state.ga.us

Trout Streams.  Gilmer County contains numerous trout streams which are designated
under the Georgia Erosion and Sedimentation Act as Trout Stream Protection Areas. These
streams are illustrated in Figure 4-K and listed below. The Georgia DNR Wildlife Resources
Division and the US Fish and Wildlife Service stock streams with rainbow, brown, and brook
trout from early April through mid-September. Streams on public land are stocked more often
and with greater numbers of trout. More information on trout fishing in Gilmer County and
throughout Georgia can be found at http://www.georgiaoutdoors.com.

Streams are classified as either having primary or secondary significance. A primary stream
indicates a year-round habitat capable of supporting reproduction; a secondary stream
indicates an intermittent habitat.

Primary Streams. Primary streams include the following:

Cartecay River watershed upstream from the mouth of Clear Creek
Clear Creek watershed upstream from Gilmer County Road 92
Conasauga River - Jacks River watershed

Ellijay River watershed upstream from the mouth of Kells Creek
Mountaintown Creek watershed upstream from US Highway 76
Harris Creek watershed

Johnson Creek watershed

Tails Creek watershed upstream from Georgia Highway 282
Toccoa River - Fightingtown Creek watershed
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FIGURE 4-K. Trout Streams in Gilmer County

Secondary Streams. Secondary streams include all streams or sections thereof except the
Coosawattee River downstream from the GA Highway 5 bridge, Seven Mile Creek
watershed, Talking Rock Creek (not including tributaries), and those classified as primary.

Resource Vulnerability. Increasing development in Gilmer County and throughout North
Georgia will impact both local and regional ecosystems as natural habitats are gradually
diminished.

Existing Protection Measures. The USDA Forest Service has adopted management
protection strategies relative to the needs of each of the species listed. The Georgia DNR is
directly involved in the protection of these species as it administers rules pursuant to the
Georgia Wildflower Preservation and Endangered Species Acts, adopted in 1973. In
addition, much of the land in Gilmer County is contained in the Chattahoochee National
Forest. Consequently, unique plant and animal species and habitats occurring in those areas
receive some protection by virtue of that designation.
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4.1.14.

Trout streams in the North
Georgia Appalachian Uplands
are considered especially
vulnerable due to the effects of
soil  erosion and  pollutant
discharge from forestry and
agricultural practices.
Consequently, under the scope
of the Georgia Erosion and
Sedimentation Act, the DNR has
adopted development criteria
which prohibits land disturbing
activities within 100 feet of all
designated trout streams. The
enforcement of this requirement

in Gilmer County is through the Trout streams are an important natural resource in
land development office. North Georgia.
Additional Recommended Protection Measures. Other measures for protecting trout

streams are discussed under Section 4.1.2. 2Water Supply Watersheds® and 4.1.5.
aProtected Rivers.°

Major Park, Recreation, and Conservation Ar eas

Park and Recreation Facilities. The Gilmer County River Park is the only park and
recreation facility that is owned and operated by Gilmer County. The park is located along
the Coosawattee River, just south of downtown Ellijay. The River Park is fully described in
Section 5.1.8. 2Recreation.®

Chattahoochee National Forest.  The Chattahoochee National Forest covers 749,690 acres
in North Georgia. (See Figure 4-L.) Approximately 54,718 acres are in Gilmer County, which
is roughly 19% of total land area in the county. National Forest lands within Gilmer County
fall in the Cohutta and Toccoa Ranger Districts and are under direct supervision of the Forest
Supervisor©s Office in Gainesville. A large portin of the Chattahoochee National Forest is
managed as a multi-use resource in compliance with the Multiple-Use Sustained Yield Act of
1960. Uses include timber production, preservation, general recreation, and other public use.
The US Forest Service has conducted an Environmental Impact Statement in conjunction
with its Land and Management Plan for the Chattahoochee Forest. This document was
adopted in 1985 and covers general resource policies for the next 50 years and specific
management strategies for select areas, including wildlife protection, timber management
practices, recreation improvements, land acquisition, roads, and other facility improvements.

According to the USDA Forest Service Fact Sheets, in North Georgia, the Chattahoochee
National Forest provides 25% of the timber volume for local mills, with some mills depending
on National Forest timber for 90% of their volume. Approximately 63% of the
Chattahoochee-Oconee Forest is classified as suitable for timber production. (Source:
http://www.fs.fed.us/conf/facts1/htm)

A small portion of the Ed Jenkins National Recreation Area lies within Gilmer County. This
recreation area is part of the Chattahoochee National Forest and was designated in 1991.
The purpose of the designation is to ensure 2the protection of certain natural, scenic, fish and
wildlife, historic and archaeological, wildland, and watershed values, and providing for the
enhancement of the recreation opportunities associated with these values.® (Source: US
Code Title 16, Chapter 1, Subchapter CXVIII, Section 460ggg-1)
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Federal Wilderness Areas. Within the Chattahoochee National Forest are two federal
wilderness areas: the Cohutta Wilderness Area and the Rich Mountain Wilderness Area.
Both are managed by the USDA Forest Service and were established under the authority of
the Eastern Wilderness Act for wilderness preservation, public recreation, and controlled
hunting. Lands under the wilderness designation are protected from many development
activities permitted on other National Forest lands.

The Cohutta Wilderness Area consists of approximately 35,268 acres and spans Murray,
Fannin, and Gilmer Counties in Georgia. An additional 1,709 acres are in Tennessee. It is
the largest federally designated wilderness area in the National Forest System in the
Southeast. The Rich Mountain Wilderness Area is 9,476 acres in size with 9,466 acres in
Gilmer county and 10 acres in Fannin County. (Source: http://www.fs.fed.us/conf/facts1/htm)

This is a product of the North Georgia Regional Development Center©s Geographic Information Systems Department.This map is a representation of the
features displayed and does not constitute a legal description of any particular feature. 12004 by the NGRDC. A Il rights reserved. This map may not be
reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the written or verbal consent of the publisher. If you find an error or an omission, please
contact us at the following: North Georgia Regional Development Center, 503 West Waugh Street, Dalton, GA 30720, (706) 272-2300.
http://www.ngrdc.org  email: ngrdc@ngrdc.org

FIGURE 4-L. National Forest, Wilderness Areas, an d Wildlife Management Areas

State Wildlife Management Areas. The Georgia DNR administers three Wildlife
Management Areas (WMA) in Gilmer County: Coosawattee, Rich Mountain, and Cohutta.
The DNR maintains contractual agreements with the land owners making the land available
for public use as a game reserve for hunting and general recreational use, such as hiking and
primitive camping. The agreements are renewed on an annual basis.
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4.1.15.

The Coosawattee/Talking Rock WMA, lies in southwestern Gilmer County, as well as in
Murray, Pickens, and Gordon Counties. Until recently, this WMA was owned primarily by
Bowater Timber Company and the US Army Corps of Engineers. In May 2003, Bowater sold
their holdings, all of which were in Murray County, to Wachovia. Wachovia has not disclosed
its plans for the property, but it is likely that it will be developed for residential or other uses.
The portion of the WMA in Gilmer County is owned by the Corps of Engineers and is under a
lease agreement to the DNR. The Rich Mountain WMA is under a long-term lease with
Georgia Power. The Cohutta WMA, located in the northwest corner of the county, is almost
exclusively on National Forest lands. The Rich Mountain and Cohutta WMAs exist under a
joint agreement between state and federal agencies.

Resource Vulnerability. Wildlife Management Areas under temporary contractual
arrangements are never as effective as land preserved under public ownership. The
Department of Natural Resource expects to lose much of the privately owned WMA acreage
in North Georgia to development or alternative land uses, in the absence of any specific local
strategy for maintaining and promoting WMAs.

Existing Protection Measures. WMAs provide an important habitat for breeding, hiding,
and foraging for many of the regional animal species. However, because lease agreements
are subject to cancellation, reserves on private lands cannot be classified as a permanent
protective wildlife habitat. In addition, although there are substantial property tax reductions
available to participating private and corporate land owners, the benefits are offset by the loss
of other economic uses. Thus, the security of the habitat in private lands will be largely
decided by the demand for commercial use or other development demands. The
Chattahoochee-Oconee Land and Resource Management Plan (January 2004) governs the
future of the Rich Mountain and Cohutta WMAs.

Scenic Views and Sites

Exceptional views of all types exist in Gilmer County and range from broad, panoramic
mountain vistas to site specific views. Site specific views tend to occur along rivers and
creeks and in the small valley areas. Long, narrow valleys also form attractive views.

Resource Vulnerability.  The greatest threat to the preservation of natural scenic views is
the extensive amount of development currently taking place in Gilmer County and throughout
North Georgia.

Existing Protection Measures. The protection, conservation, and enhancement of scenic
resources requires attention on many fronts. These include publicizing and promoting the
value of scenic and natural resources. This can be achieved by designation of scenic
byways and highways. Scenic byways are specially designated highway routes offering
travelers access to both beautiful scenery and the cultural features of a particular area.
Official designation of scenic byways brings attention to the resource and begins a process to
educate local governments on the importance of managing development within scenic
corridors. Currently, there is one designated scenic highway located in Gilmer County: the
Southern Highroads Scenic Highway illustrated in Figure 4-M. The Southern Highroads
Scenic Highway was designated in 1996 by the Georgia Legislature.

The Southern Highroads Development
Association is an  organization  whose More information on the Southern
membership consists of local governments; rlgh(;oa(.isScenlc Highway can be
USDA Forest Service; Tennessee Valley h(itjpn'//va:\./wSouthernHighroads 57
Authority; Appalachian Regional Commission; ' ' R
Chambers of Commerce; Georgia, Tennessee,
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4.1.16.

North Carolina, and South Carolina Departments of Transportation; the North Georgia
Regional Development Center; and others. Its mission is to create scenic view awareness,
promote these views as tourist attractions, and educate citizens and local officials on the
value of preserving unique views. Official designation and recognition of the Southern
Highroads Scenic Highway is its greatest achievement. Efforts are also underway to work
with local governments by educating them on the tools available for scenic view protections.

This is a product of the North Georgia Regional Development Center©s Geographic Information Systems Department.This map is a representation of the
features displayed and does not constitute a legal description of any particular feature. 12004 by the NGRDC. A Il rights reserved. This map may not be
reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the written or verbal consent of the publisher. If you find an error or an omission, please
contact us at the following: North Georgia Regional Development Center, 503 West Waugh Street, Dalton, GA 30720, (706) 272-2300.
http://www.ngrdc.org  email: ngrdc@ngrdc.org

FIGURE 4-M. The Southern Highroads Scenic Highway

Additional Recommended Protection Measures. In Georgia, a scenic byway (as opposed
to a scenic highway) is a road that has been designated as such by the Board of the Georgia
DOT and has been approved through the Georgia Scenic Byways Program. This is a well-
defined designation process which includes an application, review by the Georgia DOT, and
the development of a Corridor Management Plan. There are five primary benefits to scenic
byways designation:  recognition, interpretation assistance, planning, promotion and
marketing, and training and technical assistance.

Development regulations can also play a role in
preserving views during the development process
by using techniques such as open space at: http:// www.dot.state.ga.us/dot/
preservation  concepts, tree  preservation plan-prog/planning/projects/
measures, controlling density of development, scenic_byways/indes.shtml.
signhage control, etc. -

More information on the Georgia DOT
Scenic Byways Program can be found

Conservation of scenic resources, including

natural as well as the historic and cultural resources is important to Gilmer County not only
because of their intrinsic value, but because they also generate economic benefits for the
community. By protecting scenic resources, Gilmer County and the North Georgia region can
preserve community character, enhance quality of life, and create the potential for increased
economic development through tourism.

Governor's Greenspace Program
Gilmer County and the City of Ellijay participate in the Governor's Greenspace program.

Together, they proposed to protect 5,495 acres of land. This is in addition to the 54,718
acres of the Chattahoochee National Forest which are presently owned by the federal
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government. The land type, estimated acreage, and tools for protection which are proposed
in the community's Greenspace Program are shown below in Table 4-I.

TABLE 4-1. Governor's Greenspace Program Proposal
Land Type Estimated Tools for Protection
Acreage Permanent Temporary
. conservation easements Part V Minimum
Floodplain 4,950 o .
restrictive covenants Environmental Standards
Archaeological Sites 50 fee S|mplle acquisition archaeologlcaI/(.:onservatlon.
conservation easements overlay zones, agricultural zoning
. Part V Minimum
Steep Slopes 495 conservation easements Environmental Standards

The estimated cost of protecting the acreage listed above is $3,717,815. The Greenspace
Program Vision Map, which includes steep slope and floodplains in the county, is shown in

Figure 4-N below.

http://mww.ngrdc.org  email: ngrdc@ngrdc.org

This is a product of the North Georgia Regional Development Center©s Geographic Information Systems Department.This map is a representation of the
features displayed and does not constitute a legal description of any particular feature. 12004 by the NGRDC. A Il rights reserved. This map may not be
reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the written or verbal consent of the publisher. If you find an error or an omission, please
contact us at the following: North Georgia Regional Development Center, 503 West Waugh Street, Dalton, GA 30720, (706) 272-2300.

FIGURE 4-N. Greenspace Program Vision Map
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4.2,

Inventory £ Cultural Resources

During the winter and spring of 1996,
historic preservation consultant
Catherine Wilson-Martin, sponsored by
Gilmer Arts and Heritage Association
and the Historic Preservation Division of
the Georgia DNR, compiled a survey of
Gilmer County's historic resources in
both incorporated and unincorporated
areas. The Gilmer County Historic
Resource Survey, herein incorporated
by reference, identified approximately
600 properties as potentially historic,
including houses, commercial buildings,
schools, churches, outbuildings,
landscapes, and sites.

There are numerous historic structures in the
area, including this barn built in 1923.

Each resource surveyed was recorded on a form provided by the Historic Preservation
Division (HPD) and assigned an identifier consisting of the notation 2GI' for Gilmer County
and, if located in an incorporated area, followed by 2EL° for Ellijay, and 2EE° for East Ellijay,
and finally a number. For example, GI-EE-12 identifies the West-Week House in East Ellijay

The Perry House, built in 1902 using
timbers from the old Ellijay Hotel, will
either be moved or demolished to allow
for the construction of the new County
Courthouse.

as resource 12 in East Ellijay, Gilmer County.

Survey forms record a resource's location
(including a small map), date of construction,
architect, architectural description, alterations,
landscaping features, and other information,
including what is known, or can be discovered
of the resource's history. Much of the
information is supplied by local informants.
The location of each surveyed resource is
plotted on a United States Geological Survey
Map, with its identifier indicated, to key it to the
survey form. Copies of the Gilmer County
Historic Resource Survey are housed with the
HPD, and in the Offices of the Gilmer Arts and
Heritage Association.

The following sections provide lists of those
historic resources judged by the surveyor as
likely to have sufficient historic integrity and
significance to warrant nomination to the
National Register of Historic Places, a list
maintained by the National Park Service

recognizing properties judged worthy of recognition as historic by the federal government.
The resources are divided into four categories: residential, commercial/industrial/institutional,

transportation, and rural.

4.2.1. Residential Resources
Table 4-J, which begins on the following page, provides a list of residential historic resources
located in Ellijay, East Ellijay, and the unincorporated areas of Gilmer County.
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TABLE 4-J. Residential Historic Resources

Ellija
S Name andJ L)()cation e
GI-EL-17  Teem-Dr. Goss-Waters House, 128 River Street dwelling
GI-EL-18  Johnny Ray House, 111 River Street dwelling
GI-EL-22  W.A. Kelley House, 85 River Street dwelling
GI-EL-35 235 Spring Street dwelling
GI-EL-38 17 Spring Street dwelling
GI-EL-41  W.B. James House, 270 Spring Street dwelling
GI-EL-49  Tabor-Foote House, Spring Street dwelling
GI-EL-53 90 Spring Street dwelling
GI-EL-62  Watkins House, Corbin Hill dwelling
GI-EL-70 9 Kell Street dwelling
GI-EL-72 114 Kell Street dwelling
GI-EL-73 128 Kell Street dwelling
GI-EL-82 77 Kell Street dwelling
GI-EL-88  B.C. Logan House, 321 Dalton Street dwelling
GI-EL-89  H.C. Cool House, 65 Dalton Street dwelling
GI-EL-93  Perry House, 54 Broad Street originally a dwelling, now offices
GI-EL-94  Howard Perry House, 51 Broad Street originally a dwelling, now offices
GI-EL-96  College Street dwelling
GI-EL-98  Henry Penland House, 46 Dalton Street dwelling
GI-EL-105 5 Oak Street dwelling
GI-EL-108 18 Tabor Street dwelling
GI-EL-109 121 N. Main Street dwelling
GI-EL-118 N. Main Street dwelling
GI-EL-123  Bob Pinson House, Old Blue Ridge Rd. dwelling
GI-EL-127  Paul Wilson House, 27 North Avenue dwelling
Survey # East Ellijay Use
GI-EE-9 Fowler Street dwelling, vacant & deteriorating
GI-EE-14  Mulberry Street dwelling
GI-EE-42  Eva Simmons House, First Avenue dwelling
GI-EE043  Hipp House, 115 Hipp Street originally a dwelling, now tattoo parlor
Survey # Rural Area and Unincorporated Towns Use
GI-3 Nole Silvers House, Highway 136, Carter's Lake (vic.) dwelling
Gl-4 Priest-William-Hall House, Highway 136, Carter's Lake (vic.) dwelling
GlI-8 Lloyd Easley House, Round Top Road, Carter's Lake (vic.) dwelling
Gl-15 Mary Goble House, no hame road, Flat Creek Church (vic.) dwelling
Gl-23 Roundtree Road, Round Top (vic.) dwelling
GI-30 Ellijay Road Highway 5, Wild Cat Creek (vic.) dwelling
GI-33 Ray-Burns House, 4088 Old Highway 5 South, Town Creek (vic.) dwelling
Gl-34 Ellijay Road Highway 5, Town Creek (vic.) dwelling
GI-36 Su_t_ton—Thomp_son—Robertson House _ dwelling
Ellijay Road Highway 5 South, Town Creek (vic.)
GI-39 Ellijay Road Highway 5 South, Town Creek (vic.) dwelling
GI-40 Ellijay Road Highway 5, R.E.S.A. (vic.) dwelling
Gl-43 Ellijay Road Highway 5, R.E.S.A. (vic.) dwelling
Gl-54 Ellijay Road Highway 5, Kiker (vic.) dwelling
GI-55 Webb(?) House, Ellijay Road Highway 5, Kiker (vic.) dwelling
Gl-61 Cochran-Hensley House, Talona Road, Talona (vic.) dwelling
Gl-67 Whitestone Baptist Church, near the main street in Whitestone dwelling
GI-71 Goble Place, Whitestone Road, Whitestone (vic.) dwelling
GI-73 Wilson Bramblett House, Yukon Road, East Ellijay (vic.) dwelling, vacant & deteriorating
Gl-84 John Teem House, 1865 Yukon Road, Yukon (vic.) dwelling
GI-88 Orchard Road, Yukon (vic.) dwelling
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TABLE 4-J. Residential Historic Resources (continu  ed)

Rural Area and Unincorporated Towns

SRS (continued) —
GI-95 Smalley-Reece House, 518 Yukon Road, Pleasant Valley Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-97 John Chastain House, Pleasant Valley Road, Pleasant Valley Church (vic.) dwelling
Gl-101 Orchard Road, Pleasant Valley Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-105 Tidwell House, Burch Mountain Road dwelling
Gl-107 Kennemur House, Kennemur Road, Dyke (vic.) dwelling, overgrown with vegetation

GI-107B Reece House, Kennemur Road, Dyke (vic.) dwelling
GI-109 Clear Creek Road, Dyke (vic.) dwelling
Gl-110 Clear Creek Road, Dyke (vic.) dwelling
Gl-117 Johnson House, Johnson Mill Road, Yukon (vic.) dwelling
Gl-118 Lower Cartecay Road, Oak Hill (vic.) dwelling
Gl-119 Lower Cartecay Road, Oak Hill (vic.) dwelling
GI-120 Lower Cartecay Road, Oak Hill (vic.) dwelling
Gl-122 Farist House-West Cabin, Lower Cartecay Road, Oak Hill (vic.) dwelling
Gl-123 4667 Highway 52, Oak Hill (vic.) dwelling
Gl-126 Highway 52, Oak Hill (vic.) dwelling
Gl-128 United Methodist Church of Cartecay, 7629 Hwy 52 East, Cartecay (vic.) church
Gl-132 Cantrell's Rainbow Farms, 6371 Highway 52, Ebenezer Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-133 West House, Highway 52, Ebenezer Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-134A Arthur West House, South Piney Spur, Ebenezer Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-135 Western West House, South Piney Spur, Ebenezer Church (vic.) dwelling
Gl-141 Old Bucktown Road, Quill-Marion (vic.) dwelling
Gl-142 McClure House, Old Bucktown Road, Marion (vic.) dwelling
Gl-143 Old Bucktown Road, Marion (vic.) dwelling
Gl-144 Henry Franklin Weaver House, 85 Quill Circle, Marion (vic.) dwelling
Gl-145 Amodus Newton Weaver House, Quill Circle, Marion (vic.) dwelling
Gl-147 Will Stover House, off Old Bucktown Road, Quill (vic.) dwelling
GI-150 Highway 52, Ebenezer Church (vic.) dwelling
Gl-155 James Weaver House, Roy Road, Quill (vic.) dwelling
GI-156A Lowman House, 88 Lowman Road, Quill (vic.) dwelling
Gl-156C Strickland-Lowman House, 89 Lowman Road, Quill (vic.) dwelling
Gl-157 2418 Roy Road, Roy (vic.) dwelling
Gl-158 Clayton-Southern House, 2212 Macedonia Road, Roy (vic.) dwelling
Gl-162 Wilson-Anderson House, Anderson Road, Roy (vic.) dwelling
Gl-163 Ernest-Forrester-Page House, 4156 Roy Road, Diamond (vic.) dwelling
GI-170 Ed Forrester Farm, 5838 Roy Road, Roy (vic.) dwelling
Gl-172 Grady Beula Allen House, 7492 Roy Road, Roy (vic.) dwelling
Gl-181 Ora McClure House, 1408 Fowler Road, Rolston (vic.) dwelling
GI-190 Homer Stanley, 610 Pisgah Road, Pisgah (vic.) dwelling
Gl-192 Cicero Holden House, Big Creek Road, Pisgah (vic.) dwelling, abandoned
Gl-194 John Woody-Tucker House , Woody Road at Big Creek Road, Pisgah (vic.) dwelling
Gl-201 Page House, Pole Coffee Road, Rolston (vic.) dwelling, abandoned
Gl-208 Plemons-Garland House, Big Creek Road, Rolston (vic.) dwelling
Gl-209 Anderson House, Big Creek Road, Rolston (vic.) dwelling
Gl-210 George Rolston/Ralston House, Big Creek Road, Rolston (vic.) dwelling
Gl-212 Ben Rolston/Ralston House, 44 Rolston Road, Rolston (vic.) dwelling
Gl-214 Joe Shadwick House, off Big Creek Road, Rolston (vic.) dwelling
Gl-221 Pettit-Parks-Garrett House, Big Creek Road, Scrougetown Church (vic.) dwelling
Gl-225 off Rackley Road, Cartecay (vic.) dwelling
Gl-227 off Highway 52, Cartecay (vic.) dwelling
Gl-228 Tabor-Hudson House, Tabor Road, Cartecay (vic.) dwelling
Gl-229 Holt House, Big Creek Road, Flint Hill Church (vic.) dwelling
Gl-232 Davenport-Long House, Turniptown Road, East Ellijay (vic.) dwelling
Gl-233 Turniptown Road, East Ellijay (vic.) dwelling, abandoned
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TABLE 4-J. Residential Historic Resources (continu  ed)

Rural Area and Unincorporated Towns

SRS (continued) —
Gl-238 Pritchett Sisters, Turniptown Road, Walnut Mountain (vic.) dwelling
Gl-246 Hice House, Old Highway 5, Cherry Log (vic.) dwelling, abandoned
Gl-248 Rock Creek Road, Cherry Log (vic.) dwelling
Gl-271 Elisha Ledford House, Lucius Road, Burnett (vic.) dwelling
GI-277 1626 Goose Island Road, Goose Island (vic.) dwelling
Gl-284 White Path Road, Goose Island (vic.) dwelling
Gl-292 Northcutt House, 63 Old Northcutt Road, Northcutt (vic.) dwelling
Gl-294 Holt-Harper House, 1124 Old Northcutt Road, Northcutt (vic.) dwelling
Gl-296 Old House Antique, Old Highway 5, Ellijay (vic.) formerly a dwelling, then a store, now closed
Gl-299 Bessie Woodard House, 30 James Drive, Ellijay (vic.) dwelling
GI-300 H. T. James House, 120 James Drive, Ellijay (vic.) dwelling
GI-302 John Miller House, 8683 Boardtown Road, Mt. Pleasant Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-305 Linn Parks House, 517 N. Jones Mill, Salem Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-311 Kellcreek Farm, Old Flat Branch Road, Ellijay (vic.) dwelling
GI-313 Jessie Harper House, 1150 Wolf Pen Gap Road, Flat Branch Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-319 Logan House, 909 Boardtown Road, Ellijay (vic.) dwelling
GI-320 Holloway House, 725 Boardtown Road, Ellijay (vic.) dwelling
Gl-321 R. Jones House, 322 Old Flat Branch Road, New Hope (vic.) dwelling
GI-325 Gates Chapel Road, New Hope (vic.) dwelling
GI-327 619 Zion Hill Road, Mountaintown (vic.) dwelling
GI-328 Zion Hill Road, Zion Hill Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-331 Wolf Pen Gap Road, Zion Hill Church (vic.) dwelling
Gl-334 Peter Gates-Ed Gates House, Gates Chapel Road, Gates Chapel Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-338 Painter House, 70 Painter Gap Road, Gates Chapel Church (vic.) dwelling
Gl-341 Highway 2, New Hope (vic.) dwelling
Gl-346 Jim Parks House, Mountaintown-Pleasant Hill Road, Mountaintown (vic.) dwelling
GI-347 Starks-Parks House, Mountaintown-Pleasant Hill Road, Mountaintown Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-350 Mountaintown-Pleasant Hill Road, Mountaintown Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-353 Parks House, off Highway 2, Mountaintown Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-354 Henson House, off Gates Chapel Road, Gates Chapel Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-355 Miller-Hill House, off Gates Chapel Road, Gates Chapel Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-356 John Craig House, 2192 Craigtown Road, Mountaintown Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-357 P.J. Withrow House, 129 Craigtown Road, Mountaintown (vic.) dwelling
GI-358 Gudger House, 3917 Craigtown Road, Mountaintown (vic.) dwelling
GI-365 off Highway 282, Tails Creek (vic.) dwelling
GI-366 off Highway 282, Tails Creek (vic.) dwelling
GI-368 aDoodle Pole Hunting Club,® Ridgeway Park Road, Cross Roads Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-371 Highway 282, Tails Creek (vic.) dwelling
GI-372 Penland House, off Highway 282, Elders (vic.) dwelling
GI-374 Highway 282, Elders (vic.) dwelling
GI-376 Highway 282, Elders (vic.) dwelling
GI-377 Highway 282, Elders (vic.) dwelling
GI-386 Highway 282, Roosevelt (vic.) dwelling
GI-388 off Highway 282, Pleasant Grove Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-389 Highway 282, Pleasant Grove Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-391 Stillwell House, off Highway 282, Pleasant Grove Church (vic.) dwelling
GI-393 Craigtown Road, Gospel Temple (vic.) dwelling
Gl-401 Highway 282, Ellijay (vic.) dwelling
Gl-404 Old Highway 5, Cherry Log (vic.) dwelling
Gl-406 Possum Hollar, off Highway 52, East Ellijay (vic.) dwelling
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4.2.2.

Commercial, Industrial, and Institutional Re

sources

Commercial, industrial, and institutional historic resources are listed below in Table 4-K.

TABLE 4-K. Commercial, Industrial, and Institution

al Historic Resources

Ellijay
Survey # Name and Location Use
GI-EL-12  Penland Store, River Street store
GI-EL-13  Ellijay Toggery-Post Office-Times Courier, River Street store/post office/office
GI-EL-14  Western Auto-Bill Reilly Attorney at Law, River Street store
GI-EL-129 City Barber Shop, Main Street shop
GI-EL-136 Jewel's Grocery (Smitty's Engraving), 118 North Main Street store
GI-EL-119 Hampton Carpet Mills, 174 N. Main Street mill
Gilmer County Courthouse courthouse
GI-EL-34  Good Samaritan Catholic Church, 25 Church Street church
GI-EL-65 Women's Club, Secondary Street club/school
Survey # East Ellijay Use
None identified
Survey # Rural Area and Unincorporated Towns Use
Osburne Store, Corner of Burleson and Clear Creek Roads, Dyke
Gl-112 (vic.) store
GI-130 Mulkey Store-Crossroads Store, Roy Road, Cartecay (vic.) store
GI-140A  Parker-Lowman Store, Roy Road, Quill (vic.) store, abandoned
GI-153 Quill Post Office & Outhouse, Roy Road, Quill (vic.) post office/outhouse, abandoned
Gl-164 Diamond Post Office & Store, Roy Road, Diamond (vic.) post office/store, abandoned
GI-220 ﬁ/{l)cpl)e House and Market, Big Creek Road, Scrougetown Church market, abandoned
Gl-265 Holloway Store, Lucius Road, Burnett (vic.) store, abandoned
Gl-128 United Methodlst Church of Cartecay, 7629 Hwy 52 East, church
Cartecay (vic.)
Gl-166 Greenhorn School, Doublehead Gap Road, Diamond (vic.) school
GI-193 Pisgah Church of Christ, 5453 Big Creek Road, Pisgah (vic.) church
) Big Creek Community Gospel Church, The Jesus Church
Gl-207 Big Creek Road, Rolston (vic.) church
Gl-364 (R\)icclg)eway Baptist Church, off Highway 282, Murray County Line church
Gl-382 Dover Chapel Church , off Highway 282, Roosevelt (vic.) church
4.2.3. Transportation Resources
Transportation-related historic resources are listed below in Table 4-L.
TABLE 4-L. Transportation-Related Historic Resource s
Ellijay
SUIE Name and Location 5
GI-EL-25 Ellijay Depot, 56 Depot Street formerly a train depot, now offices
GI-EL-27 Railroad Trestle, Behind Gilmer County Bank & Post Office trestle
Survey # Rural Area and Unincorporated Towns Use
Gl-293 Trestle, Old Northcutt Road, Northcutt (vic.) trestle
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4.2.4.

4.2.4.1.

Rural Resources

Barns

TABLE 4-M. Historic Barns

For historic structures other than barns, refer to Tables 4-J, 4-K, and 4-L, above.

There are numerous historic barns in Gilmer County. They are listed below in Table 4-M.

Name and Location

Description

Barney Bates Barn
Bates Road in Cherry Log

This barn was on the land when Mr. Bates bought the land in 1929 and an
addition was made shortly after Mr. Bates purchased the property. The original
barn is a pitched roof with covered side sheds.

Harley and Ruby Barnes Estate
220 Roundtop Road, Elljay

Gabled roof barn built about 1936.

Mooney Family Barns
1726 Tickanetley Road, Ellijay

Three pitched roof barns built about 1929 and before.

Old Log Barn, Bucktown Road

Believed to be as much as 150 years old.

Charles Holverstott Barn
Tails Creek Church Road

Built in 1970 by Noah Corbin and Mr. Holverstott. Two story crib barn (drive
through).

Dilbert Jones Barn, Big Creek Road (dirt road
part- barn stands nearly in the middle of the

Built in 1905. Two story crib barn.

road).

Ed Forrester Barn Built about 1950. Gabled roof crib barn with open covered sheds on either
4198 Roy Road side.

Bart Lowman Barn . . . .

1927 East New Hope Road Gabled roof crib barn with open covered sheds on either side.

Howard “Babe® Reece Family Bam Built about 1949. Gabled side shed crib barn.

East New Hope Road

Crib barn

Corner of Pike Road and Big Creek Road

Date and name yet to be determined.

Martin Family Barn, 675 Hudson-Martin Road.

Built by L. U. Martin in about 1905. Large Dutch gambrel style barn, with a
newer addition built on about 1920. This barn is nearly three stories tall.

McClure Family Barn, 1408 Fowler Road at the

corner of New Liberty Church and Fowler Roads

Built about 1940. Pitched roof crib barn with covered sheds on either side.

The Lester Reece Estate Barn, Near Ebenezer
church off South Piney Spur on Hwy 52 East

Built by Lester Perry Reece and his wife Lettie West Reece between 1898 and
1900. Pitched roof crib barn with covered sheds on either side.

Bob Pinson Barn

Large Dutch gambrel roofed barn that could be driven through, stands nearly

McCutchen Road three stories tall. Built in 1923. It has a covered shed on one side only.
Stover Barn Built by John E. and Beulah Stover in about 1930. Pitched roof crib barn with
1223 Macedonia Road one enclosed shed and another open covered shed on either side.

Pettit Family Barn
Big Creek Road

A banked gable roof barn. Banked barns were built so that the second story
could be reached by driving around the barn and up to a parallel ramp that was
banked against a hill near the roadway. Construction date not yet determined.

McHan Barns (2)
Eugene Anderson property

Probably built around 1910. There are two barns on the property. Oneis a
pitched crib barn with a covered enclosed shed and the other is a gabled crib
barn with covered sheds.

Hyatt Family Barns (3)
Tails Creek Road

Built between 1945 and 1953 by Seth and Mattie Lee Hyatt. A crib barn, a
gabled barn with one covered shed, and a pitched roof barn.

Stanley Family Barn, Pisgah Road

Built circa 1950.

Barn at the intersection of Bumpy Hollow and
Roy Roads

Built circa 1940.

Unnamed Barn, Scrougetown Road

Built circa 1940. Shed barn.

Unnamed Barn, end of Scrougetown Road

Built circa 1920. Shed barn.

Unnamed Barn, Ray Mountain Road at
Turniptown Road.

Built circa 1950. Pitched roof barn.

Unnamed Barn, Hudson-Martin at Rackley
Road.

Built circa 1950.

Unnamed Barn, Parks Road.

Built circa 1950. Pitched roof with sheds.

Unnamed Barn, Hudson-Martin Road

Built circa 1960. Pitched roof crib barn with sheds.

Unnamed Barn, Lower Cartecay Road

Shed barn attached to a pitched roof barn.
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4.2.4.2. Crossroad Communities
There still remain a number of crossroad communities in Gilmer County. Among them are
Mountaintown, Boardtown, Cartecay, Cherry Log, New Hope, Oakland, and Tails Creek.
Most are centered around a church and/or fire station. Some also have small convenience
stores. The character of these communities is at risk of being lost due to development
pressures.

4.2.4.3. Agricultural Practices
While agriculture in Gilmer County is generally associated with apples, the County's primary
agricultural commodity is poultry and poultry products. According to the 1997 US Census of
Agriculture, the value of poultry commodities sold in that year amounted to $71,861,000, or
93% of the total agricultural sales. The value of fruits (including apples), nuts, and berries
sold totaled $710,000, less than 1% of the total agricultural sales.
The most common crop produced is hay, with a total of 2,607 acres dedicated to its
production in 1997. Orchards accounted for 488 acres. Given that the total cropped acreage
is 8,942, or 3% of the County, and that timberland accounts for some 225,300 acres, or 80%
of the county, a rural cultural landscape in Gilmer County is more likely to be forested, or
have chicken houses, rather than apple orchards or cultivated fields.

4.2.5. Other Historic, Archaeological, and Cultural Resources

4.2.5.1. Community Landmarks
Downtown Ellijay.  The historic core of
the City, the square, is lined with historic
buildings, antique, craft, and gift shops,
and restaurants of all kinds. Directly on
the square is the former Hyatt Hotel,
now the Gilmer County Courthouse.
Nearby are the Perry House, the Tabor
House (an old boarding house), and the
Dr. Watkins Residence.
Gilmer County Courthouse. See
National Register Sites, below.
The Perry House. John Philip Perry, a The square in downtown Ellijay is a
graduate in the first class of the community landmark.
University of Georgia Law School,
developed the Perry House property.
Perry served Gilmer County in the House of Representatives and was Mayor of Elljay. The
present structure incorporates hand hewn timbers from the Ellijay Hotel which had formerly
stood on the site. The State Historic Preservation Office has deemed the Perry House
eligible for National Register listing. The structure will either be moved or demolished to
allow for the construction of the new County Courthouse.
The Tabor House. This house is a two-story, wood-framed I-house, dating from about 1880,
with exterior end brick chimneys and a two-tiered front porch with jigsawn trim.
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4.2.5.2.

The Dr. Watkins Residence.  This brick veneer structure, located on the square in Ellijay,
was the home of a prominent physician.

Ellijay City Cemetery. The cemetery is located south of the square in Ellijay and offers
panoramic views of the city, valley, and mountains.

Old Cartecay United Methodist Church. See Section 4.2.5.9. National Register Properties.
Kell Farm. Built in 1867 by James Kell, the farm is occupied by his descendants. A marker
in the cemetery commemorates Kell©s Revolutionary Vér exploits.

Archaeological Sites

The Georgia Department of Community Affairs 2Planbuilder Mapviews® was used to map
census blocks with known archeological sites. These are shown in Figure 4-O on the

following page. Gilmer County contains a wealth of archaeological resources related to
Cherokee Heritage.

This is a product of the North Georgia Regional Development Center©s Geographic Information Systems Department.This map is a representation of the
features displayed and does not constitute a legal description of any particular feature. 12004 by the NGRDC. A Il rights reserved. This map may not be
reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the written or verbal consent of the publisher. If you find an error or an omission, please
contact us at the following: North Georgia Regional Development Center, 503 West Waugh Street, Dalton, GA 30720, (706) 272-2300.
http://www.ngrdc.org  email: ngrdc@ngrdc.org

FIGURE 4-O. Census Blocks with Archaeological Sit es (Source: DCA's PlanBuilder MapViews)
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4.2.5.3. Battlegrounds

There are no known battlegrounds in Gilmer County.

4.2.5.4. Tabby Ruins

There are no tabby ruins in Gilmer County.

4.2.5.5. Gardens

There are no public gardens in Gilmer County.

4.2.5.6. Parks

There are no 2historical® parks in Gilmer County; however, the Gilmer County River Park is a

community landmark and gathering place. This park is fully described in Section 5.1.6.
aRecreation Facilities.®

4.2.5.7. Views

Gilmer County is known for its scenic beauty. Views of the mountains and valleys can be
seen from numerous points throughout the county. More information on scenic views can be
found in Section 4.1.15. 2Scenic Views.°

4.2.5.8. Cemeteries and Burial Grounds

Cemeteries in Gilmer County are listed in Table 4-N.

TABLE 4-N. Gilmer County Cemeteries

CEMETERY NAME USGS Quad CEMETERY NAME USGS Quad

Boardtown Cemetery Cashes Valley Nebo Cemetery Dyer Gap

Cartecay Cemetery Ellijay New Hope Cemetery Webb

Cashes Valley Cemetery Cashes Valley Pisgah Cemetery Tickanetley

Chapman Cemetery Cashes Valley Pleasant Hill Cemetery

Clear Creek Cemetery Dyke Egg}‘eggek Bapist Church Cherry Log

Cohutta Cemetery ggrir:t'el}lrsaptm Church Ellijay

Ebenezer Cemetery Ellijay Scrougetown Cemetery Tickanetley

Ellijay City Cemetery Ellijay Sharp Cemetery Cashes Valley

Flat Creek Cemetery Webb '(I':ans Creek Baptist Church Webb
emetery

Johnson Cemetery Cashes Valley Turniptown Cemetery Ellijay

Jones Cemetery Cashes Valley Underwood Cemetery Cashes Valley

Macedonia Cemetery Tickanetley Upper Cherry Log Cemetery  Cherrylog

Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Tickanetley

Source: http://www.usgennet.org/usa/ga/county/gilmer/Cemeteries.html
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4.2.5.9. Festival Locations and Gathering Places
Numerous festivals and fairs are held in Gilmer County throughout the year. Most are held in
downtown Ellijay, the Riverfront Park, and the Lions Club Fairgrounds adjacent to Riverfront
Park. Following is a list of festivals which are held annually in Gilmer County.
July 4th Old Fashioned Celebration. Food, family entertainment, a parade, a duck race,
and fireworks are some of the highlights of this festival.
Appalachian Regional Fair.  In August, the Ellijay Lions Club presents a yearly Old Timey
County Fair, complete with midway rides, food, display booths, contests, vegetables, crafts,
farmers market, flower show, livestock, and local and regional talent.
Apple Pickin© Jubilee. In September, pick your own apples, wagon rides, pig races,
moonshine museum, entertainment, food, corn maze, petting farm, and pony rides are all
available at Hillcrest Orchards, located on Highway 52 East.
Cherry Log Festival.  For four weekends each October, the community of Cherry Log, just
north of Ellijay, celebrates the harvest with the Cherry Log Festival.
Georgia Apple Festival.  People from
all over the nation come to Ellijay during
the second and third weekends of
October to visit the 2Apple Capital® and
celebrate the apple. Handmade arts
and crafts and homegrown
entertainment combine with every apple
product imaginable to make this Gilmer
County's largest festival. Sponsored by
the Gilmer County Chamber of
Commerce and the Ellijay Lions Club,
the festivities include a car show and a The annual apple festival attracts visitors from
parade. all over the Nation.
Art & Crafts on the Square. This
October festival is sponsored by the Dedicated Ellijay Merchant and Associates and features
food vendors, artists, and craft vendors in downtown Ellijay.
Trick-or-Treat on the Square.  Sponsored the Dedicated Ellijay Merchant and Associates,
this downtown celebration, held on October 31, features costume and jack O®lantern
contests.
Light Up Elljay. The holiday season begins with a downtown celebration the first Saturday
in December. The merchants stay open late, carolers stroll the streets, a live nativity scene
occupies a downtown lawn, and hand bells ring from the churches. While the library hosts a
Festival of Trees, Santa and Mrs. Claus greet children. This event is sponsored by the
Gilmer Arts & Heritage Association and the Dedicated Ellijay Merchant and Associates.
Festival of Trees. The Festival of Trees is held during the month of December at the Gilmer
County Library. This community event is organized and hosted by Friends of the Library.
Local businesses and civic organizations provide and decorate theme trees for viewing by the
public. An opening night celebration is held during the first week of December.
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4.2.5.10. Historically Significant Districts

Much of the fabric of the cities of Ellijay and East Ellijay is historic, and there are potential
National Register districts as indicated in Figure 4-P below. More specific boundaries, as
well as a description of the resources within those boundaries, can be found in the 1996
Gilmer County Historic Resources Survey.

Currently, there are no National Register historic districts or local historic districts in Gilmer
County.

This is a product of the North Georgia Regional Development Center©s Geographic Information Systems Department.This map is a representation of the
features displayed and does not constitute a legal description of any particular feature. 12004 by the NGRDC. A Il rights reserved. This map may not be
reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the written or verbal consent of the publisher. If you find an error or an omission, please
contact us at the following: North Georgia Regional Development Center, 503 West Waugh Street, Dalton, GA 30720, (706) 272-2300.
http://mww.ngrdc.org  email: ngrdc@ngrdc.org

FIGURE 4-P. Potential Historic Districts in Ellja y and East Ellijay.

4.2.5.11. National Register Properties

Two properties in Gilmer County are listed on the National Register of Historic Places: the
Gilmer County Courthouse and Old Cartecay United Methodist Church.
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Built of brick in 1898, the Hyatt Hotel was converted to courthouse use in 1934, at which time
the front and side porticoes were added, creating a neo-classical appearance. The
courthouse was listed on the Register in September of 1980 at the state level of significance
as part of a multiple property nomination for

historic courthouses in Georgia.

Cartecay Church, located on Highway 52
East at its intersection with Roy Road, was
built of virgin pine in 1859. Timbers for the
vernacular structure were hand hewn and
planed on site.  During the early 20"
century, a local craftsman applied a faux
bois finish to the interior walls and ceiling.
The church and cemetery were listed on the
National Register in 2001 at a local level of
significance, and are considered an
excellent example of an intact rural church

with a cemetery. Cartecay Church, built in 1859, is listed on
the National Register of Historic Places.
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4.3.

4.3.1.

4.3.2.

Assessment of Current and Future Needs

In Section 4.1, an inventory of the natural and cultural resources in Gilmer County, Ellijay,
and East Ellijay was provided. The following assessment considers whether or not existing
policies and programs are adequate to wisely and responsibly utilize, develop, manage,
and/or preserve valuable resources for the maximum long-range benefits to the community.

This assessment can be completed by answering the following questions which were taken
derived from Section 110-12-1-.0 4(12)(d)2.(i) of Georgia's Minimum Local Planning
Standards.

Which of the community's natural and cultural resources are potentially vulnerable to land
development and other human activities?

Which resources need the attention of the local government due to encroachment of
human activities, unintended land use conflicts, physical disturbance, or rapid physical
deterioration?

These questions are answered in Section 5.2.1. and 5.2.2.

Which of the community's natural and cultura | resources are potentially
vulnerable to land development and other human acti vities?

Gilmer County's natural resources are some if its greatest assets. Those resources which
are potentially vulnerable include the following:

water supplies and watersheds;

rivers, trout streams, and creeks;

steep slopes and protected mountains; and
farm land and forest land.

Potential protection measures for these resources are described in Section 4.1.

The community's cultural resources are vulnerable as well. Forty historic structures have
been demolished in the past six years. Irreplaceable archaeological resources relating to
Cherokee history are also vulnerable to development.

Which resources need the attention of the lo  cal government due to
encroachment of human activities, unintended land u se conflicts,
physical disturbance, or rapid physical deteriorati on?

The resources listed in Section 4.3.1. need the attention of the local governments. In Gilmer
County, two of the most effective ways to protect the area's valuable resources will be
through (1) the enforcement of existing regulations and (2) public education. Currently,
offices with enforcement responsibilities for environmental regulations are understaffed and
until this situation is remedied, little change can be expected.

Recent efforts at public education, including workshops, BMP demonstration projects, and
grants to remediate problems have been effective at bringing attention to ways of mitigating
the negative aspects of development.
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4.4.

4.4.1.

Community Goals and Implementation Program

As part of the comprehensive planning process outlined by the Georgia Department of
Community Affairs, Gilmer County, Ellijay, and East Ellijay are required to develop community
goals and an associated implementation program that sets forth the local government's
policies, programs, and regulations for the preservation, protection, redevelopment, and/or
promotion of natural and cultural resources.

The implementation program must support the Community Vision and include actions which
should be undertaken to achieve the Community Vision.

Community Vision

In the year 2024, Gilmer County, Ellijay, and East Ellijay will be known as vibrant, safe,
healthy, and attractive places to live, work, and play. The excellent quality of life experienced
by all of our residents and visitors is a result of the following:

Livability. = We have healthy residential neighborhoods, thriving commercial areas and
activity centers, strong agricultural establishments, and outstanding public facilities and
services. Opportunities for quality education, employment, and recreation are varied and
plentiful.

Community Character. We recognize that our community's abundant natural resources and
rich history contribute greatly to our quality of life and to our economic prosperity. We seek
measures to protect these resources while promoting and facilitating well-planned growth and
development.

Shared Direction. The public and private sectors work together as partners to proactively
plan for growth in the community. The local governments provide excellent leadership and
residents are well-informed about the projects and activities which are planned for and
occurring in the community.

Element 4: Natural and Cultural Resources Page 4-45
04030321.161 CEDS PLANS GILMER



4.4.2. Goal, Policies, and Action Items
To support and achieve the Joint Vision Statement above, Gilmer County and the Cities of
Ellijay and East Ellijay have developed the following goal and associated policies and action
items for natural and cultural resources:
Goal: To conserve, protect, and wisely manage the area's environmental, natural,
and historic resources.
Policy 1: Open Space.* New Action Items:
development should be designed to a. Pursue the acquisition and development of new
minimize the amount of land consumed parks and open space areas.
and open space should be set aside from | b. Investigate the effectiveness and applicability of
development for use as buffers, parks, open space subdivision design and consider this
greenbelts, or wildlife corridors. type of design in any housing projects in which
local governments participate.
Policy 2: Environmental Protection.* Action Items:
Air quality and environmentally sensitive |a. Seek ways to fund additional staff positions for
areas should be protected from negative environmental enforcement and public
impacts of development. Environ- education, specifically in the planning and
mentally sensitive areas deserve special environmental health departments.
protection, particularly when they are b Continue source water assessment initiatives
important for maintaining traditional for water supply intakes.
character or quality of life of the c. Complete and/or update TMDL implementation
community. Whenever possible, the plans and put those plans into effect.
natural terrain, drainage, and vegetation |d. Pursue public education and BMP demonstration
of an area should be preserved. projects to improve the environment and
increase environmental awareness.
Policy 3: Regional Cooperation.* Action Items:
Regional cooperation should be a. Pursue the creation of a Coosawattee River
encouraged in setting priorities, Basin group, made up of local officials, citizens,
identifying shared needs, and finding State agencies, and others who are interested
collaborative solutions, particularly where in preserving water quality.
it is critical to success of a venture, such |b. Investigate multi-jurisdictional use of regional
as the protection of shared natural water supply sources including Carters Lake.
resources.
Policy 4: Heritage Preservation.* Action Items:
The traditional character of the a. Seek ways to protect the historic fabric of
community should be maintained through downtown Ellijay through methods such as
preserving and revitalizing historic areas, design guidelines or a preservation commission.
encouraging new development that is b. Pursue public awareness and education of the
compatible with traditional features, and ethnic culture of the Cherokee Indians of North
protecting other scenic and natural Georgia.
features that are important to defining the |c. Through a committee of local officials, developers,
community's character. and interested citizens, develop design guidelines
for the Highway 515 corridor which will promote a
positive visual image of the community.
* A DCA 2Quality Communities® Objective
Page 4-46 Element 4: Natural and Cultural Resources

04030321.161 CEDS PLANS GILMER



